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SUNSHINE COAST AIRPORT FLIGHT PATHS

POST-IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW
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IN PERSON

• Buddina Flight Path Group 

• Buderim War Memorial Community Association 

• Castaways Beach Residents Association

• Coolum Residents Association

• East West Runway Action Group

• Flight Path Forum

• Friends of Lake Weyba

• Friends of Marcus Beach 

• Mudjimba Residents Association

• Noosa Chamber of Commence and Industry Inc. 

• Noosa Council

• Noosa Hinterland Residents Association Inc.

• North Shore Traders Association 

• Pacific Paradise Progress Association

• Peregian Beach Community Association 

• Peregian West Community Association 

• Sunshine Coast Airport

• Twin Waters Residents Association

• Verrierdale Residents Group

• Yandina Creek Progress Association

PARTICIPATING VIA WEBEX

— Buddina Flight Path Group 

— Mudjimba Residents Association

— Organisation Sunshine Coast Association of Ratepayers 
(OSCAR)

— Sunshine Coast Airport CAF Chair, Mr Ron Brent

— Sunshine Coast Council, Mr Ross Ullman & Cr Maria Suarez

— Sunshine Coast Airport

— Ms Sandy Bolton MP, State Member for Noosa

— Ms Fiona Simpson MP, State Member for Maroochydore

— Mr Kieran Pehm, Aircraft Noise Ombudsman (Observer)



APOLOGIES
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• Cr Frank Wilkie, Deputy Mayor, Noosa Council

• Cr Jason O’Pray, Division 8 Sunshine Coast Council

• Mr Brent Mickelberg MP, State Member for Buderim

• Mr Mark McArdle MP, State Member for Caloundra

• Mr Andrew Powell MP, State Member for Glass House

• Mr Tony Perrett MP, State Member for Gympie

• Mr Jarrod Bleijie MP, State Member for Kawana

• Mr Marty Hunt MP, State Member for Nicklin

• Mr Dan Purdie MP, State Member for Ninderry

• Mr Ted O’Brien MP, Federal Member for Fairfax 

• Mr Andrew Wallace MP, Federal Member for Fisher

• Mr Llew O’Brien MP, Federal Member for Wide Bay

— Coolum Business and Tourism Association

— Cooroy Area Residents Association (CARA)

— Marcoola South

— Noosa Biosphere Community Association

— Noosa North Shore Association

— Nambour Alliance (Chamber of Commerce)

— Seaside Shores Community Association

ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES COMMUNITY GROUPS



AGENDA
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Time Item Presenter

1.00 – 1.15pm Welcome, Introductions and Community Meeting Overview Donna Marshall

1.15 – 1.45pm Post Implementation Review Overview and draft Terms of Reference 

• Objectives

• Methodology

• Scope 

• Timing

Donna Marshall 

1.45 – 2.30pm Discussion on the draft TOR All

2.30 – 3.15pm Sunshine Coast Airspace and Flight Path Design Presentation Airservices

3.15 – 3.45pm Discussion All

3.45 – 4.00pm Noise Improvement Investigations Airservices

4.00 – 4.45pm Discussion All

4.45 – 5.00pm Next Steps and Meeting Close Donna Marshall
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Airservices conducts Post Implementation Reviews 
(PIR) of flight path and associated airspace changes 
that include:

• safety

• operations

• industry efficiency and operations

• environmental impact

• community information and engagement.

The safety and operations PIRs are generally 
performed immediately following implementation of the 
change.  

The environmental impact and community information 
PIRs are generally performed some months later to 
enable a period of data capture and impact monitoring.  

The outcomes of PIR activity are considered to inform 
well-rounded future change decision making.



PROCESS OVERVIEW
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The environmental PIR typically consists of four steps:

1. Desktop noise modelling to verify and validate 

forecast noise assumptions

2. On-site noise monitoring to measure actual aircraft 

noise impacts

3. Effectiveness of community information regarding 

forecast noise and expected operations

4. Investigation of community suggested noise 

improvements/alternatives, including review of flight 

paths and noise abatement procedures (NAPs).

Airservices conducts a post-implementation review 
(PIR) of flight paths that have been environmentally 
assessed, in accordance with the National Operating 
Standard (NOS) Environmental Management of 
Changes to Aircraft Operations (AA-NOS-ENV-2.100).



ANO RECOMMENDATION
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AIRSERVICES POST-IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW

1. Review the forecast noise levels against actual aircraft 
movement data and noise levels, and provide up-
dated/improved information to community

2. Review the effectiveness of the NAPs, and identify any 
improvements

3. Identify opportunities to minimise the impact of aircraft 
operations on the community, including investigation of 
community suggested alternatives, and consider these against 
Airservices Flight Path Design Principles

4. Seek and consider feedback from industry: airport, airlines, 
general aviation operators and industry associations, to 
identify opportunities for improvement to operational and 
network efficiency and consider these against Airservices
Flight Path Design Principles

5. Engage genuinely with the community to provide 
opportunities to influence the outcomes of the PIR in 
accordance with Airservices Community Engagement 
Framework.

https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/flight-path-design-principles
https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/flight-path-design-principles
https://engage.airservicesaustralia.com/about-us


SCOPE
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The timeframes for this PIR take into account the substantial reduction in scheduled flight operations at Sunshine Coast Airport 

that has occurred due to COVID-19, and the lack of certainty about when operations may stabilise after the re-opening of state 

borders.

Until operations at the airport return to a level of stability it is not possible to:

• seek comprehensive feedback from industry about the impacts and benefits of new flight paths

• obtain representative and reliable data for the purposes of noise modelling verification or from on-site noise monitoring. 

o N60, N65 and N70 contours require aircraft movements to be representative of typical operations at the airport

o LAmax levels can be identified for validation against the EIA using the same aircraft types at lower traffic volumes as 

per the assumptions contained in the EIA – A320 and 737-800 – but this would require an extended noise monitoring 

period.

The timeframe aircraft movement and noise data capture would typically be between June 2020 and June 2021. It is 

anticipated this will be delayed by a minimum in the order of 6 to 12 months.  To ensure the timely commencement of the PIR, 

and in particular to address key community interests, we are proposing a two-phase process:

Phase One – Investigation of identified community-suggested alternatives, and effectiveness of community information 

regarding expected operations, and review of industry and operational feedback

Phase Two – Noise modelling validation activities, including noise monitoring at the appropriate time, and review of industry 

feedback regarding operational effectiveness and network efficiency



SCOPE – PHASE ONE
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The PIR will commence with Phase One in October 2020, with a completion date within 18 months subject to the ability to capture 

representative aircraft movement and noise data.

Phase One Scope

• Consideration of community-suggested noise alternatives submitted during the pre-implementation engagement period (2019) 

and during this PIR

• Review of scheduled IFR operations compliance with existing approach and departure procedure designs, including: 

o flight path track compliance 

o Noise Abatement Procedures (NAP) as published

o Industry feedback (as available). 

• Review of ATC traffic management including application of NAPs, and management of GA operations

• Review of the extent to which NAPs can be enhanced

• Review of community information regarding expected aviation operations, including identification of potential improvements to

explain Airservices roles and responsibilities for air traffic management.

We will publish a report on our website.



SCOPE – PHASE TWO
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Phase Two Scope (within 18 months)

• Seek feedback from airlines, industry representative bodies, Sunshine Coast Airport and general aviation operators on the 

operational efficiency, performance and flyability of flight paths, air traffic management practices inside controlled airspace, Noise 

Abatement Procedures and the effects of the change on  overall network efficiency

• Assess against the Flight Path Design Principles the opportunities identified with ATC and/or industry to enhance the 

operational efficiency and performance of flight paths, air traffic management procedures and overall network efficiency 

• Desktop noise modelling comparing actual operations against modelled/forecast operations, including updated assumptions 

based on the closure of Runway 18/36

• Noise monitoring assessment to validate modelling assumptions and findings in flight path affected areas. Appropriate noise 

monitoring locations will be identified in consultation with the community.

• Updated analysis of aircraft movement details i.e. tracking, altitude, NAPs adoption and compliance.

The assessment will consider: 

o • N60, N65 and N70 acoustic standards for aircraft noise (dB(A))

o • LAmax (maximum single event noise levels)

o • the accuracy of previous predictive modelling and assess findings where noise complaints have been received.



OTHER ACTIVITIES

Source: Sunshine Coast Council Website

Where community suggested alternatives for flight paths are assessed as 

safe, operationally feasible, and environmentally appropriate, Airservices 

flight path change management process will apply in accordance with the 

latest version of Airservices National Operating Standard (NOS) 

Environmental Management of Changes to Aircraft Operations (AA-NOS-

ENV-2.100).

Where this would result in an associated change to Sunshine Coast Airport 

airspace, the Airspace Change Proposal process with the Civil Aviation 

Safety Authority (CASA) will apply.

Sunshine Coast Airport is conducting a review of their Fly Neighbourly 

Agreement and their NAPs. Airservices will be consulted as part of this 

review. 

Relevant findings from their review will be considered as part of this PIR. 



NEXT STEPS
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DEC 2020

Noise Improvement 

Review

Consideration of all 

suggestions. 

Investigation of safe, 

operationally feasible 

and environmentally 

sustainable suggestions

SEP 2020

PIR Community 

Meeting 

PIR DATA

12 months of operational 

data required to validate EIA 

JAN 2021

Noise Improvement 

Review Outcomes

We will report 

back on our 

investigations, 

findings and next 

steps 

JUNE 2020

RWY 13/31 operations 

commence

JULY 2020

ANO Investigation 

released  

OCT-NOV 2020

Noise Improvement 

Submissions

Community noise 

improvement 

suggestions are 

submitted

JAN 2021

PIR Community 

Meeting

Next steps to be 

determined

SEP 2020

Industry and 

Operational 

Meetings

JAN 2021

Industry and 

Operational 

Meetings
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GROUP 
DISCUSSION
DRAFT TOR





NEW RUNWAY

Sunshine Coast Airport opened 
it’s new runway on 14 June, 
2020.

The new runway is orientated 130 
degrees to the south east and 310 
degrees to the north west. 

The old runway, orientated 180/360 
degrees, has been decommissioned.

Flight paths servicing the new 
runway came into operation on       
14 June 2020.

RUNWAY 13/31



AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS

Review of Airservices Noise and 
Flight Path Monitoring System 
identified 6,782 aircraft movements 
have occurred at Sunshine Coast 
Airport between 14 June 2020 and 
10 September 2020

The majority of aircraft are operating 
under Visual Flight Rules (VFR) and 
therefore are not using the new published 
flight paths.

FLIGHTS

Data shown between 14 June 2020 (opening) to 10 September 2020.



HELICOPTERS - 2019

Fewer helicopter flights have 
occurred in the current period 
compared to the same time last 
year.

Between 14 June 2019 and 10 
September 2019 there were nearly four 
times as many helicopter movements 
(3,204 movements) compared to the 
2020 period.

This includes 872 training flights 
(circuit and hover training) immediately 
at the airport.

HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

Data shown between 14 June 2019 to 10 September 2019.



HELICOPTERS - 2020

Helicopters operate from 
helipads.

There have been 841 helicopter 
movements since the opening of the 
new runway.

While the tower is operational, ATC 
may require helicopters to fly a 
particular course for separation. If 
separation is not required the 
helicopter will be cleared to track 
direct on its planned route.

Helicopters undertake circuit training 
and other forms of flight training at the 
airport and in the region.

HELICOPTER OPERATIONS

Data shown between 14 June 2020 (opening) to 10 September 2020.



LIGHT AIRCRAFT - 2019

Light aircraft tend to fly under Visual 
Flight Rules (VFR).

The majority of small sized aircraft fly VFR, 
however when required and if appropriately 
licensed, they may fly IFR.

When flying VFR, aircraft will not use the 
published flight paths. Rather the aircraft 
track with visual reference to prominent 
ground features.

VFR flights track in accordance with 
procedures established prior to the opening 
of the new runway. However as the new 
runway is orientated differently, VFR flights 
will track differently when close to the 
runway.

For the same period in 2019 there were 
approximately 3,500 VFR operations.

LIGHT AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS

Data shown between 14 June 2019 to 10 September 2019.



LIGHT AIRCRAFT - 2020

Light aircraft tend to fly under Visual 
Flight Rules (VFR).

There are approximately 5,000 VFR 
operations since runway opening on 14 
June 2020.

The increase is expected to be associated 
with the impacts of COVID-19 which 
resulted in:

• a marked reduction in scheduled flight 
services to Sunshine Coast

• Increased GA training opportunities in 
the absence of jet operations

• Increased VFR flight operations for 
recreational and commercial purposes

These operations have been permitted 
under COVID-19 restrictions.

LIGHT AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS

Data shown between 14 June 2020 (opening) to 10 September 2020.



INSTRUMENT FLIGHT RULES (IFR) – RUNWAY 13

Large sized passenger and freight 
aircraft operate under Instrument 
Flight Rules (IFR) and therefore 
use standard flight paths.

From the opening date, a total of 214 jet 
aircraft have arrived or departed 
Runway 13 IFR. 

When operating on Runway 13, these 
aircraft approach from the north west 
and depart towards the ocean. 

RUNWAY 13 JET ARRIVALS AND 
DEPARTURES

Data shown between 14 June 2020 (opening) to 10 September 2020.



INSTRUMENT FLIGHT RULES (IFR) – RUNWAY 31

From the opening date, a total of 151 jet 
aircraft have arrived or departed 
Runway 31 IFR. 

When operating on Runway 31, these 
aircraft approach from ocean and depart 
to the north west. 

RUNWAY 31 JET ARRIVALS AND 
DEPARTURES

Data shown between 14 June 2020 (opening) to 10 September 2020.



IFR DEPARTURES – TRACK COMPLIANCE

We are monitoring track 
compliance for IFR aircraft on the 
flight paths.

Aircraft departing to the north west (e.g. 
Cairns and Emerald) track via the 
waypoint TAPET. 

AIRCRAFT BEHAVIOUR

Data shown between 14 June 2020 (opening) to 10 September 2020.



IFR DEPARTURES – TRACK COMPLIANCE

At times aircraft leave the 
departure flight paths prior to 
TAPET.

This occurs when aircraft need to be 
separated from arrivals to Sunshine 
Coast and other departures from 
Brisbane. 

There is also a restricted area in the 
Wide Bay region for Defence activities.

When the restricted airspace is active, 
departures to the north west are either 
vectored (‘turned’) early by air traffic 
control, or issued an amended tracking 
clearance so as to remain clear of the 
restricted airspace.

AIRCRAFT BEHAVIOUR

Data shown between 14 June 2020 (opening) to 10 September 2020.

Wide Bay Training Area C



TOWER OPERATING HOURS

The Sunshine Coast Air Traffic Control 
Tower are currently staffed between 
the hours of 7.30am and 5.30pm.

These hours may be amended when 
necessary.  

While the tower is operational (staffed), the 
airspace immediately around the tower is 
monitored by Tower ATC. 

Outside of the operational hours, the 
surrounding airspace reverts to Class G 
airspace and is serviced by Brisbane Centre 
ATC. 

In Class G:

• IFR aircraft receive a traffic service.

• VFR aircraft do not receive a service 
and do not follow established flight 
paths.

IFR aircraft that climb into controlled 
airspace will receive a full ATC service.

TOWER HOURS

Data shown between 14 June 2020 (opening) to 10 September 2020.



OVERFLIGHTS - 2020

Aircraft travelling at upper altitudes fly 
on high level routes

Aircraft tracking between northern and 
southern ports pass over the Sunshine 
Coast region on high level routes.

Aircraft use these routes to connect 
between ports, including New Zealand 
to/from other Australian cities or northern 
hemisphere locations.

Departures from Brisbane to northern ports 
also use these routes as depicted in the 
image.

HIGH LEVEL ROUTES

Brisbane departures to north between 14 June 2020 and 14 July 2020.



COMBINED NON SCA MOVEMENTS IN REGION 

Many aircraft from various other 
airports transit through the Sunshine 
Coast region.

The image shows combined traffic movements 
through the region and also of light aircraft 
tracking to Sunshine Coast Airport to conduct 
flight training and then return to their port of 
origin.

There is a very diverse range of movements 
over the Sunshine Coast area.

With the exception of the location of the circuit 
at the airport, the opening of the new runway 
has not resulted in changes to these non SCA 
flights. 

NON AIRPORT OPERATIONS

Data shown for weeks of 16 June, 16 August and 16 September 2020.
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PROCEDURES
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Sunshine Coast Network Gates 

General Aviation

International Approach 

Design Criteria

Sunshine Coast Airspace 

Brisbane Airspace & Flight Paths

Runway Orientation

Restricted & Danger Areas
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GROUP 
DISCUSSION
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PROCESS –NOISE 
IMPROVEMENT 
INVESTIGATIONS

They are first assessed to ensure that they are 
safe, compliant and operationally feasibly – that 
is that they are flyable, and do not add 
significant burden to operations.

If they are safe, compliant and feasible, they are 
then assessed to ensure that they are 
environmentally appropriate.

We do not consider proposals that merely seek 
to move aircraft noise from one community to 
another.

International and national design standards

Able to be safely managed by air traffic control and flown by 
the pilots in all conditions

Noise exposure by population

Noise sensitive sites

Matters of National Environmental Significance

Environmentally appropriate

Complaint

Safety 
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All noise improvement suggestions 
and community suggested alternatives 
as considered.

ALL STAKEHOLDERS CAN MAKE 
SUBMISSIONS FOR FLIGHT PATH 
CHANGES
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GROUP 
DISCUSSION
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DEC 2020

Noise Improvement 

Review

Consideration of all 

suggestions. 

Investigation of safe, 

operationally feasible 

and environmentally 

sustainable suggestions

SEP 2020

PIR Community 

Meeting 

PIR DATA

12 months of operational 

data required to validate EIA 

JAN 2021

Noise Improvement 

Review Outcomes

We will report 

back on our 

investigations, 

findings and next 

steps 

JUNE 2020

RWY 13/31 operations 

commence

JULY 2020

ANO Investigation 

released  

OCT-NOV 2020

Noise Improvement 

Submissions

Community noise 

improvement 

suggestions are 

submitted

JAN 2021

PIR Community 

Meeting

Next steps to be 

determined

SEP 2020

Industry and 

Operational 

Meetings

JAN 2021

Industry and 

Operational 

Meetings
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Subscribe to get the latest information

1. Visit engage.airservicesaustralia.com
and select the project you are 
interested in  

2. Stay Informed by subscribing for 
project updates

3. You can do this for as many projects 
as you like 

Register to be involved online

1. Visit engage.airservicesaustralia.com

2. Register to stay up to date on our 
projects, ask questions, take part in 
online engagement and utilise our 
interactive tools

3. We encourage individual and group 
registrations 



GPO Box 367 Canberra ACT 2601

Airservices, Alan Woods Building, 25 Constitution Avenue, Canberra ACT 2600, Australia

T: 61 2 6268 4111 F: 61 2 6268 5693 ABN: 59 698 720 886airservicesaustralia.com


